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We would like to extend to all our parents and children a warm welcome to Millington Nursery 2023. We hope you and your child have enjoyed the first few weeks of nursery school life, and are getting to know our lovely school, we would like to say thank you for all your support with our settling in procedures, we realise that for some of you the timings have been difficult to accommodate.
During settling in the children really benefit from the smaller numbers in each of the classes and as a result the majority have settled into our new routines quickly and are enjoying the wide range of activities we have on offer. I would like to thank you for your patience and co-operation during this settling in period especially if your child is not staying for the full time yet, but hopefully the benefits for your child have been worth the inconvenience. 
Please be reassured that your child is getting on well, if we have any issues that arise, we will arrange to chat with you as soon as possible, otherwise be at ease that your child is adapting well to their new surroundings. Nursery is a very busy place, and as our hours increase you will find that they will become very tired in the afternoons!

Each month we will send a newsletter via email. This will keep you informed of different events and activities that will be happening. It also aims to remind everyone about the procedures that we hope you will help us with, to ensure our school runs smoothly. 
Thank you for being prompt in the mornings; the children really benefit from being in on time, punctuality really helps the children to make friends and participate fully in our day. It also ensures that class teaching time is not interrupted.
The arrival and collection process tends to be very busy, if you need to speak in detail with your class teacher, we would appreciate it if you could wait until home time when it is less busy (unless it is an urgent issue).
School Dinners
Not all children will be at the stage where they are able to stay for dinners. We need to ensure they are willing to eat their break with us before introducing the lunch time routine, as the children are expected to stay seated at their table for approximately 45 minutes so it can be challenging. We would appreciate it if you can help us at home by ensuring the children sit and eat at a table without a TV, phone or tablet device.
Group 1 will stay for dinners from Thursday 12th October 

Group 2 will stay for dinners from Monday 16th October

Group 3 will stay for dinners from Wednesday 18th October 
Group 4 will stay for dinners from Friday 20th October

Collection time from the date your child stays for lunch will be 12.45.
When not staying for dinner children will finish at 11.45am.  
Lunchtime in nursery is a very busy time with lots of routines to learn, these collection times will enable us to establish the lunchtime routine with small groups and ensure all children are happy and settled.

School dinners are currently £2.50 each day that children are present. Dinner money can be paid weekly or monthly in the clear plastic folder provided. All money is to be brought in on a Monday morning. Please bring folders every week as staff will use these to send home information if required.
Every child is still required to pay £2.50 school fund each week. School fund is payable even if your child is absent for a day or two as the money goes towards purchase of groceries and play equipment. Thank you to everyone who has paid in advance as it limits the amount of money that must be handled.

Independence  

This is so important for the development of your child! We would like to ask parents to encourage their children to become more independent at home as this will be reflected in school.  They MUST be able to put on their own coats, including being able to turn it the right side out and zip, put on and off their own shoes and jumper and use a knife and fork without assistance.  You can appreciate that we currently have 79 children, and a large part of our day can be spent helping with clothing, this in turn reduces the amount of learning time we have available. 
It would be appreciated if parents could encourage their children to walk when in the school grounds especially in the mornings. It is more difficult for staff to settle a child who has been carried in. Please give your child a kiss and hug and tell them you will see them later. 

Safety Note

May I again ask all parents and friends who are leaving and collecting children in the mornings and afternoons to use the footpath and one-way system around our school, please enter via the gate on the right alongside Nursery 3 and exit by the left-hand side via the gate alongside Nursery 3.  Parents and children must not enter the school grounds via the car park even if it is a shorter route. We continually have members of staff and delivery drivers using the car park and we do not want to see any child being injured or vehicle damaged. We expect all our parents, childminders, and taxi drivers to park outside the school gates, the only exception is if you have been contacted in relation to collecting a child who has taken ill.
Again, this year in school we are asking all parents and guardians to follow our NO mobile phone policy while dropping off or collecting children.  This is to ensure that everyone takes the time to chat to the children about their day or look at your child’s artwork, we love to see parents taking time to chat to their child and ask about their day. On occasions artwork will be displayed on the windows, any artwork that the children have created during the week will be sent home on a Friday afternoon.
Please ensure if school sends wet clothes home that they are washed and return to the school the following day as we have a limited supply. 
We have several children with severe food allergies. Can I ask all parents to ensure that no food or drink is sent into school with your children. We provide all snacks and dinner in line with appropriate guidelines. (Birthday cakes or buns are the only exception, please speak to a teacher in relation to this.)

Head Lice.

Hopefully continued social distancing and enhanced school procedures might mean that headlice are not as common this year! We are asking all parents to remember to check you child’s hair every Friday for possible head-lice, and only use a treatment if you find a living louse. Checking on a weekly basis will ensure that outbreaks are contained and not spread to others. If you find a live louse, please treat using lots of conditioner, a nit comb and patience to physically remove every louse and white eggs, this method is proven to be the best treatment, it takes time but does work. 

Our school buildings and grounds are a smoke free zone - this includes electronic cigarettes.

OUTDOOR PLAY

[image: image6.wmf]As the weather is getting colder, especially in the mornings, may I remind parents that children must have a named coat and hat in school every morning - this will ensure your child benefits from our outdoor activities. * Please remember to name all articles of clothing, including shoes. * Children should take their coat off independently, please teach them to turn their sleeves the correct way round.
MONTHLY THEME

[image: image7.wmf]During the year we focus on many different topics. This month we will be thinking about Autumn and Harvest time. We would ask you to draw your child’s attention to the changes in the environment and to collect objects to bring into school.
Theme – Autumn, Harvest
Shape – Circles

Colour – Orange and Brown
We will also have activities and displays which will include pumpkins, bats, and spiders.
It would be lovely if you and your child could go for an autumn walk and look for acorns, chestnuts, and pinecones, we your child can bring in to help them talk about their adventure in school.
LENDING LIBRARY

[image: image8.wmf]We will be able to operate the school lending library this year. We have story bags which will be sent home for you to read and return the following week more details will follow. 

Our website will contain a list of ideas and links that you can use to support your child at home (this is in the process of being upgraded).
RUB A DUB HUB - is a free online resource from libraries NI with tools, tips & fun activities to help parents & carers to develop their child’s communication and language skills.  It is worth looking at. The Education Authority also has links to a range of different sites.
HOME / SCHOOL LINK MEETING (formerly called parent interviews)
At present we hope to arrange Parent / teacher link meetings to discuss your child’s initial days in nursery, from Wednesday 7th until Tuesday 14th November.
Teaching staff will be in contact to arrange a mutually suitable time. If you are working and would prefer a telephone interview this can also be arranged.
Please note that interviews will last for a maximum of ten minutes. 
The children will continue to go home at 12.45pm until Friday 10th November to enable staff to carry out the interviews in the afternoon. 
The Health Visitor will be carrying out their reviews of the children from 15th to 17th November. You will receive further details later this month.

HOLIDAYS/ SCHOOL CLOSURES
The school will close for Half Term Holidays on Friday 27th October. 
School will reopen after the holidays on Tuesday 7th November. 

(Staff have a first aid training day on the 6th of November).
 From Monday 13th November the children may be collected after 1.00pm and before 1.15pm.  It is very important that children are collected promptly as staff have additional duties to undertake as well as many hours planning and preparation to do in the afternoons.  
[image: image9.wmf] HALF TERM PUMPKIN PARTY
On Friday 27th October we are planning to have a Pumpkin Party for the children.  We will have some pumpkin themed fun and games in each of our classes.  The children may dress up on this day, please do not send them in anything scary. Please don’t feel you have to buy anything new; we have a supply of costumes in school. Please speak to a member of staff if you need a costume.
Wellcomme Speech and Language Programme,
Over the first few weeks, as part of this wonderful speech and language programme, Mrs McKittrick will be screening the children’s language skills. The children will then be divided into groups to play fun games, which are aimed at developing their language skills. The children always enjoy these activities and the resulting improvements in language skills have always been very positive.

Thank–you for your support,
Regards

Mrs Millar, Mrs Savage, Mrs McKittrick, Mrs Stretton, and Mrs Curran.
Songs of the Month
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Rhyme

Five little pumpkins sitting on a gate (hold up 5 fingers)

The first one said, “Oh my, it is getting late!” (hands on cheeks)
The second one said, “There's a chill in the air!” (arms around self)
The third one said, “But we don't care!” (swing pointer finger)
The fourth one said, “We are ready for some fun!” (hands in air)

The fifth one said, “Let's run and run and run!”

So whoooooo went the wind, (make a “whoooo” sound)
And out went the lights (clap hands once loudly)

And five little pumpkins rolled out of sight! (roll hands)

VODO®
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Scarecrow

When all the cows were sleeping
And the sun had gone to bed /g
Up jumped the scarecrow

And this is what he said.

“I'm a dingle dangle scarecrow
With a flippy floppy hat.

I can shake my hands like this
And shake my feet like that.”

When all the hens were roosting
And the moon behind a cloud
Up jumped the scarecrow

And shouted very loud.

When the dogs were in the kennel
And the doves were in the loft

Up jumped the scarecrow and
Whispered very soft..
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- Leaves are Fallin gl =

Jingle Bells)

Leaves are falling,

Leaves are falling, *
They fall on my NOSE!
Leaves are falling,

They fall on my TOES!

Leaves are falling, .
Leaves are falling, \

They fall on my HEAD!

P

Leaves are falling,

Leaves are falling,
Leaves are falling,

Yellow,Orange,Red!

Adapted by Alanna from www. preschooleducation.com/sfall.shtml
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